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Oxford a belated letter from Falkland written when the
army was leaving Gloucester. Hyde had written to remon-'
strate with him on his rash conduct in the face of the enemy,
and to point out " how much he suffered in his reputation
with all discreet men by engaging himself unnecessarily in
all places of danger, and that it was not the office of ... a
Secretary of State to visit the trenches as he usually did ;
and conjured him out of the conscience of his duty to the
King, and to free his friends from those continual uneasy
apprehensions not to engage his person to those dangers
which were not incumbent on him."1

Falkland's reply, if correctly summarised by Clarendon,
has a peculiar importance in relation to the theory of suicide.
" His answer was that the trenches were now at an end ; there
would be no more danger there: that his case was different
from other men's ; that he was so much taken notice of for an
impatient desire of peace, that it was necessary that he should
likewise make it appear, that it was not out of fear of the
utmost hazard of war: he said some melancholic things of
the time ; and concluded, that in few days they should come
to a battle, the issue whereof, he hoped, would put an end to
the misery of the kingdom."                                               ,/

The key to the situation, and the most convincing answer
which can now be given to the damaging insinuations care-
lessly made and still more carelessly accepted, lie in the last
words. There was every reason to hope that Essex would
be caught on his way back to London, that his train-bands
would be scattered, and that the capital denuded of defenders
and clamorous for peace would open its gates to the King.
Such a consummation devoutly wished for by the friends of
peace was by no means improbable. But in any case it
is essential, once more, to insist that the situation must not
be diagnosed in the light of subsequent events. The slim

1 Life, i., 202.
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